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Special points of interest 

 This Christmas season, we are 
given an invitation to let the 
Savior of the World come into 
our space and fill us with His 
great forgiveness and healing. 

 We are so fortunate to be able 
to pray anytime and any-
where . 

 How are we bringing people 
to Christ?  How do we disci-
ple people in the faith?  

 I also feel connected when I 
hear of how much you are 
praying for me.  

 In reflecting on my first 
month here in Costa Rica, my 
mind is flooded with the posi-
tive.  

Joyful Anticipation 
 
Christmas is all about anticipating the coming of a Savior who has the 
love and power to save us from our sins.  Though it is great news to know 
that we can be forgiven and saved from the darkness of sin, it does, how-
ever, take a big step of faith to allow Christ to expose our sin and our 
need for forgiveness and reconciliation.  All around us, we see signs of 
those who refuse to let Christ bring light into darkness, joy into sadness, 
and peace into the chaos of life.  What a sad reality to see so many people 
refuse to accept the greatest gift one could ever receive—the gift of a re-
deemed life that is free from the bondage of sin and death.   
 
During this Christmas season, may we be quick to let Christ our Savior 
enter into our lives and expose any darkness that is causing us much pain, 
brokenness, and sorrow.  In the Christmas story, we read that there was 
“no room in the inn” for Mary and Joseph.  This is a reminder of the 
choices we have before us.  Are we going to let Christ “set up house” 
within our lives?  Are we going to let Him reign in our families and con-
gregation?  Isaiah the prophet hoped that when the Messiah came into the 
world, the world would receive Him as Mighty Counselor and the Prince 
of Peace.   
 
This Christmas season, we are given an invitation to let the Savior of the 
World come into our space and fill us with His great forgiveness and 
healing.  May we not let fear or stubbornness keep us from making room 
for the newborn King in our hearts and lives.  If you are lacking joy, 
peace, love, or happiness, this is the season to take a big step of faith and 
let Christ transform your life into the kind of person God wants you to be.  
We were created to live in everlasting joy.  Let this truly be a season of 
newfound joy. 
 
Scott Swartzendruber  
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Important  
Reminder from the 

Library 
 

The Library has a number of 
DVD’s; some for adult usage 
and more for the younger set.  
Recently we found several 
empty DVD cases 
(middleschool interest) hidden 
in a cupboard in the Prayer 
Room.  It is obvious that the 
DVD’s were taken, the rest of 
the packaging left behind.  
Parents, please check with your 
child to see if they have any 
knowledge of this. Taking 
DVD’s is not acceptable be-
havior. DVD’s are expensive, 
and the loss is great for our 
library.  Please check with a 
library staff member for a list 
of missing DVD’s.  Thank you 
for your cooperation in this.   
Shirley Hochstedler,  
Beth Miller, Brenda Miller, 
Karen Stalter 

Welcome to the library!  Come in and see what good reads you can find this week.   
New books in the library this month include the following: 
 
Women will be interested in two books which are both challenging and easy to 
read:  Unglued and What Happens When Women Say Yes to God, both by Lysa 
Terkuerst. 
 
If you like personal stories, you will like Happy, Happy, Happy by  Phil Robertson 
of Duck Dynasty fame; God’s Double Agent, The True Story of a Chinese Chris-
tian's Fight for Freedom, by Bob Fu;  Appointments with Heaven, The True Story 
of a Country Doctor's Healing; Encounters with the Hereafter by Dr. Reggie Ander-
son; Tea and Trouble Brewing by Dorcas Smucker; and One Light Still Shines: My 
Life Beyond the Shadow of the Amish Schoolhouse Shooting, by Mar ie Mon-
ville. The Promise of Hope, by Edward Grinnan, editor of Guideposts Magazine, 
tells his own (difficult) story of redemption.   
 
Don’t miss Christian China and the Light of the World by David Wang and A Mus-
lim and A Christian in Dialogue by Badru Kateregga & David Shenk. 
 
If you prefer Audio Books, check out Philip Yancey’s book, Prayer, Does it Make 
Any Difference. 
 
These are only the new books this month… the shelves are full of very good reads.  
Stop in and check out an armful today! 
 
Shirley Hochstedler, Librarian 

Our youth group has gotten a strong base in Christ. 

MYF 

Library Notes 

We have been studying Esther. As of right 
now we are about to begin chapter 5. 
Looking at it, Esther didn’t seem special 
in any way, shape, or form. She was most 
likely a beautiful teenager. She was cho-
sen by Xerxes to become queen after one 
night. The main idea that keeps floating 
around in the back of my mind when read-
ing it and listening to Jeremy teach, is that 
it doesn’t matter where we come from, or 
who we are because if we are filled with 
God, and are willing He will use us to do 
extraordinary things.  
 
Queen Esther was walking in the Spirit 
and listening to God, stood before Xerxes, 
probably praying under her breath that he 
wouldn’t kill her, just so all her people 

wouldn’t be killed. No matter where we 
are in life, we can be passive. We can pass 
right over “ordinary” things. We can 
choose to ignore it, but that’s the thing; it 
is a choice.  Esther was willing to look 
foolish, to be executed for God. She did-
n’t die by being executed but ended up 
saving all of her Jewish people.  
 
Our youth group has gotten a strong base 
in Christ and many are willing to take that 
step out of our comfort zones and walk in 
the Spirit. God has called us. “Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Mat-
thew 28:19.    
Larissa Wyse 
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Invitation to  
Women’s Prayer 

Group 
 
 
In Ephesians 6:18, Paul 
tells us,  “And pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers 
and requests.  With this 
in mind, be alert and al-
ways keep on praying for 
all the Lord’s people.”  
We are so fortunate to be 
able to pray anytime and 
anywhere.  Many Chris-
tians in this world do not 
have that opportunity.  
Please join the women of 
Kalona Mennonite for an 
hour of sharing and pray-
er on Wednesday, De-
cember 11 at 9AM.  We 
meet in the prayer room 
off of the sanctuary.  You 
will be blessed!    
Joyce Ropp 

A Word From Sharayah 

Greetings from Albuquerque! From my 

observations thus far, it looks like winter 

weather in this area means high winds. 

We were under a winter storm warning 

last night, but that only meant that I woke 

to find all of my porch furniture blown to 

the other side of our patio! 
 

My housemates and I live in the interna-

tional district of town; this often trans-

lates to poverty, which we see much of. 

Our duplex is owned by a woman whose 

family has made it their life mission to 

clean up the neighborhood from drugs & 

violence, and provide safe & affordable 

housing to people in need. Their story is 

very inspiring. It’s been wonderful living 

so close to a family who loves to serve 

and show God’s tangible love. Each 

member of our household works full 

time, volunteering at agencies connected 

with our program or church. One of the 

participants works with two local neigh-

borhood non-profits; organizations that 

serve some of the Hispanic, Native & 

Vietnamese families in our area. These 

agencies provide free or inexpensive 

health care, mentoring programs for 

youth, community gardens, free dental 

care, along with many other services. An-

other of the participants works with Habi-

tat for Humanity in the ReStore, provid-

ing inexpensive building materials and 

home furnishings for the families of our 

neighborhood. (It also provides him with 

very cheap entertainment—he’s built 

many creative & interesting pieces of 

furniture & décor for our home. We love 

it!) The third participant works farther 

from home, in the downtown district of 

Albuquerque. She provides art classes & 

workshops with an organization connect-

ed with an elementary school. These art 

classes are not just for the students of the 

school, but for any community members 

who wish to sign up. As unit leader, that 

is considered my part time job… even 

though I live full-time with three teenag-

ers… but I also work part time at that 

same school downtown, with the after 

school program. I miss teaching, so this is 

a good way for me to stay connected to a 

younger group of kids; (18 year olds are 

quite different from the 10 year olds I’m 

used to teaching.)   
 

In addition to our service assignments, 

we stay very busy with unit activities. 

Every week we have a learning compo-

nent. Participation is required, but we try 

to learn & do activities that are unique 

and interesting to different types of peo-

ple. Sometimes friends from Albuquer-

que Mennonite Church (our supporting 

congregation) come and lead the activity, 

and other times it’s one of us from the 

unit. These activities have included hikes 

in the Sandia Mountains, the International 

Balloon Fiesta, cooking lessons, (German 

food from our German participant!) a trip 

to Santa Fe to explore the plaza as well as 

learn to make hand soap, candle making, 

Tai Chi, and many wonderful conversa-

tions over meals as we get to know the 

members of the congregation. Not all of 

our activities together are “required” 

work, so we’ve also explored different 

neighborhoods of Albuquerque, taken in 

many church league softball games, and 

visited the zoo. We also have weekly 

worship nights; I treasure the time just 

getting to know each participant a little 

better as we talk about where we come 

from spiritually, and how we hope our 

faith life is going to stretch this year.  
 

Being thankful is a spiritual practice I 

work at always, but of course during this 

holiday season those blessings become 

more apparent. I’m thankful for the home 

church I grew up in; the connections and 

people who cared for me, cared about my 

spiritual formation, and continue to care 

for the work I, and the young people of 

my generation, are doing in the world.  
 

Thank you guys! Thank you for the let-

ters, the monetary support, the prayers. I 

probably don’t give updates frequently 

enough, but for those of you connected to 

Facebook, you can check out (and like!) 

the Service Adventure Albuquerque page 

for frequent updates on what we’re up to 

out here in the Southwest.  

 

Happy Holidays!   -Sharayah Williams 
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From the Elders 
 
The elders and pastors have 
begun discussing how KMC 
can fulfill our mission state-
ment.  (The statement is in 
our bulletin each week).  
We would like to have the 
congregation involved and 
are working on a plan to do 
that.  Questions to ask our-
selves:  How are we bring-
ing people to Christ?  How 
do we disciple people in the 
faith?   
 
Each of our meetings also 
includes discussion of con-
gregational needs and pray-
er for those needs.  Please 
continue to share your con-
cerns with the pastors and 
elders.  As we look forward 
to the Christmas season, we 
pray that we honor the true 
meaning of the season and 
remember what Christ’s 
birth means to each of us.  
 
Joyce Ropp for the Elders 

A Word From Kelsey 
In the past three months that I’ve been 
here in Nicaragua, I’ve had to make 
many adjustments to the life I’m accus-
tomed to living in the U.S. Eating large 
quantities of rice and beans, learning to 
navigate unmapped bus routes, washing 
clothes by hand, taking an hour and a 
half lunch break, attending mass on Sun-
day nights, wearing jeans in 90 degree 
weather…and many more than I could 
never describe in one letter. But despite 
these adjustments, somehow I’ve quickly 
come to embrace the Nicaraguan life-
style that I’ve now come to call my own.  

 
I was surprised at how smoothly this 
transition came for me, but much of that 
is probably thanks to being quickly inte-
grated into a loving and supportive com-
munity here in Batahola Norte. After 
staying with a host family for just three 
short weeks during our volunteer orien-
tation, we’ve still maintained those rela-
tionships and often go visit our families 
and surrounding neighbors. My host 
mom will graciously drop off some 
beans or refresco (natural fruit drink) for 
us and we stop by to share our baked 
goods or simply to chat on the porch. 

 
Erika and I have also quickly connected 
with the many different people from the 
various program areas that make up the 
Cultural Center. We jumped right into 
teaching the adult English class and have 
also spent time accompanying other clas-
ses, activities and cultural events, such as 
women’s support groups, children’s sto-
ry times, baking classes, orchestra con-
certs and many others. Our first few 
weeks here we were invited over to a 
variety of coworkers’ and community 
members’ houses to get to know their 
families and share a meal together. Eve-
ryone we encountered made sure to tell 
us that their doors were always open to 
us and we could always call on them if 
we ever needed anything. Needless to 
say we were overwhelmed with kind-
ness, hospitality and of course, plenty of 
delicious food. 

 
During our orientation we also got the 
privilege to connect with the large net-

work of other volunteers here in Mana-
gua, including Jesuits, Mennonites, Wit-
ness for Peace, Cap Corps and probably 
more. It’s incredible how you can come 
to a country hardly knowing anyone and 
after a few months already feel like you 
belong to a large network of friends and 
family. But don’t worry. I still feel con-
nected to my community back home as 
well, especially when I cross paths with 
Allison Yoder when she visits from Cos-
ta Rica or when Will Dehogues happens 
to be passing through Managua over 
Thanksgiving. It really is a small world! 

 
I also feel connected when I hear of how 
much you are praying for me and asking 
how I am doing, which really means a 
lot. I am so grateful for all of your pray-
ers and support! In fact I am happy to 
announce that I have met and surpassed 
my fundraising goal, mainly thanks to 
the incredibly gracious donations from 
my church family. As I was reading my 
daily devotion the other morning on our 
porch, listening to the rain come down 
on the tin roof, I came across this verse 
from Matthew 7: “Ask and it will be giv-
en to you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you.”  

 
Looking back at the journey I took to get 
here and the two-year journey I have 
ahead, I am filled with gratefulness and 
hope. Even though it can be difficult 
sometimes to put yourself out there to 
knock on doors, to seek for help, to ask 
questions, to make yourself vulnerable to 
making mistakes…whenever we get the 
courage to do so, God will always an-
swer leaving our cup overflowing. 
Thanks again for your prayers and 
thoughts, I hope you all have a wonder-
ful Christmas season!    
 
Kelsey Schrock 
Mailing Address: No packages please, 
but letters are always welcome 
Centro Cultural Batahola Norte 
Apd. RP-42 

Managua, Nicaragua 
Email: kelseyschrock@gmail.com 
Blog: http://
bataholavolunteers.wordpress.com/ 
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How can I expect to have the spiritual strength and energy to do what God wants 
me to do if I don’t spend time with him daily?   

To Listen to KMC Worship Service from Your Phone: 
 
1.  Dial 656-2663 
2.  When asked for your participant code followed by the # key, dial 277467# 
3.  When asked for your name followed by the # key, say your name and push the # key. 
If you have any questions, check with Janice at the church office. 

Recently I’ve been using some of my Bible study time 
to study fasting.  It doesn’t seem like fasting is an exer-
cise practiced much by Mennonites, or if it is, it isn’t 
talked about much.  In my study, I’ve found there are 
several reasons to fast.  One may fast simply to seek 
God with more intensity and intentionality (Nehemiah 
9).  Another reason to fast is to seek God’s favor as 
Esther did when she fasted prior to approaching the 
king.  Some may fast to break bondage of sin (Isaiah 
58).  An empty stomach positions you in the presence 
of God to be filled with His Spirit.  Jesus told the disci-
ples that some demons only come out by prayer and 
fasting. Others may fast for discernment, while some 
may fast just to break a slump, kind of like rebooting 
your computer now and then. 

And so, I decided it was time for me to fast for a 24 
hour period.  My 24 hours stretched to 43, and when I 
got up Monday morning I was hungry.  Still, as I do 
most mornings, I headed to the basement to work out 
before breakfast and going to work.  Half way through 
my workout, I had to quit.  I was simply too weak.  I 
didn’t have the strength or energy to continue. 

So what’s the big deal?  I hadn’t eaten in 44 hours and I 
didn’t have the strength to do what I needed to do.  And 
then it hit me.  Jesus said “I am the bread of life” (John 
6:35).  How can I expect to have the spiritual strength 
and energy to do what God wants me to do if I don’t 
spend time with him daily?  I normally eat three meals 
a day.  Of course, at times I graze all day which is one 
of the benefits, or hazards depending on your point of 
view, of working in a grocery store.  I rarely miss a 
meal.  And yet, how often do I stop my activities three 
times a day to partake in the “bread of life?”  How of-
ten do I go a day without opening the Word?  How of-
ten have I gone 44 hours without spending significant 
and meaningful time with the Savior?  And how often 
during those times have faced I temptation or sin and 
not felt the strength to fight it? 

So now, I want to fast more frequently.  I want to spend 
extra time in the Word of God and in His presence.  
And, I want to make sure I never fast from the Bread of 
Life, because I’ve learned that if I do, I will not have 
the spiritual strength and energy I need to serve our 
risen Savior.    

Curt Wyse  
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Reflections on a Fast – Part 1 



 
 
 

In Pursuit 

Independence is an important trait in the United States.  I 

know that I much prefer to be called independent rather 

than dependent.  It is important for me to be able to do 

things for myself.  I want to be able to take care of myself 

and to also be able to take care of others at the same time.  

It is difficult for me to ask others for help, because it feels 

like I am not living up to expectations.  It feels like I have 

failed when I need to ask for help.  I really hate that feeling.  

The thing is that I think God is trying to tell me that I better 

get accustomed to a life of dependence.   

 

It all started with my thyroid.  At least, that’s where I think 

it started.  About two years ago I started to have less ener-

gy.  I tried to take care of the fatigue myself with more 

sleep, exercise, etc.  . . . anything except going in for a 

checkup.  (You realize I can totally take care of myself.  

I’m independent.)  Finally, after a year I went for a checkup 

and found out that my thyroid wasn’t working properly.  So 

I take a pill and it’ll be all better, right?  Wrong.  A year 

after this discovery and it still is about the same. 

 

During this past year, there has been little thing after little 

thing showing me that I am not in control.  Nothing truly 

major has come up, but I have found that a lot of little 

things telling me that I am not independent bothers me as 

much as, if not more than, one huge thing would.  The bot-

tom line is that this has become a year of struggle for me.  I 

am not sure when the momentum tipped that way, but I 

know that it has hit my desire to be independent with a hard 

blow.  It has put me in what I would call an Eeyore frame 

of mine.  (Eeyore is a Winnie the Pooh character who has a 

gray attitude.)  My poor family has been putting up with a 

lot. 

 

Anyway, the other day I was reading my devotional, Smith 

Wigglesworth on Manifesting the Divine Nature, and he 

was referring to an Old Testament story about Jacob.  Now 

Jacob isn’t one of my favorite Bible people.  He took ad-

vantage of people and that is something that really bugs 

me.  However, this devotional gave me a new perspective 

on the story told towards the end of Genesis 32.  It is the 

story of Jacob wrestling with God. 

 

Jacob knew he had to go meet his brother, Esau, whom he 

had previously taken advantage of at least twice. He wasn’t 

looking forward to this meeting.  The night before, Jacob 

spent some time alone.  During this time, Jacob wrestled 

with God.  You have to give Jacob credit.  He didn’t give 

up.  He was a fighter.  He was independent and liked things 

his own way.  The thing was that God knew Jacob’s way 

wasn’t what was best for 

him.  So God touched the 

hollow of Jacob’s thigh and 

put it out of joint.  Once this was done, Jacob knew he 

couldn’t win the fight.  It took him all night to get to this 

point.  (Compared to me, I think he is a very fast learner.)  

But yet, Jacob still didn’t totally quit.  He refused to let go 

until he was given a blessing.  At this point Jacob, the 

swindler, is given the blessing of a new name, Israel, the 

prince of God.  Now Jacob is fully prepared to meet with 

Esau. 

 

Smith Wigglesworth suggests that Jacob had already been 

given a blessing.  From the point his thigh was placed out 

of joint, Jacob had a limp.  He was no longer independent.  

Jacob’s blessing was dependence on God.  Jacob couldn’t 

become Israel, the prince of God, as long as he was inde-

pendent.  Here is what Smith Wigglesworth says: “Oh, the 

blessedness of being brought into a life of dependence upon 

the power of the Holy Spirit.  Henceforth we know that we 

are nothing without Him; we are absolutely dependent up-

on Him.  I am absolutely nothing without the power and 

unction of the Holy Ghost.  Oh, for a life of absolute de-

pendence!  Through a life of dependence there is a life of 

power.” 

 

I like the visual image of Genesis 32:31 “And as he 

(Jacob) passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and 

he halted upon his thigh.” Jacob had wrestled his way 

throughout the night and straightened out his life with God.  

During the night he was independent and wrestling with 

God.  Now in the sunlight, he no longer wrestling, but is 

now dependent upon God. 

As for me, I am not at the point of complete dependence on 
God.  I am still resisting the idea of giving up all of my in-
dependence, but I am realizing more and more that I need 
to let my independence go and trust God enough to give 
Him my absolute dependence.  Honestly, it scares me.  I 
know this sounds stupid.  Here I am, wanting to depend on 
myself, a seriously flawed human being, as opposed to de-
pending on the Almighty God who was, is, and will always 
be.   
 
So Jacob challenges me.  I want to be like Jacob was at the 
end of his night of wrestling . . . totally dependent on God.  
He was blessed by God.  That is where I want to be, 
blessed by God.  I pray that I can come to rest in a place of 
complete dependence on God, because that is where God 
wants me to be.  He wants you there too.   
As always, in pursuit,  Dawn Wyse 
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The Pastoral Search Committee continues to meet and 
work at the task of selecting a pastoral candidate for the 
congregation to consider.  Exactly when we will be able 
to present a candidate is not certain but it is not likely to 
happen until after the holiday season.   December is a 
very busy month with Advent activities and family gath-
erings and scheduling meetings can be a challenge.  It 
may not be the best time for the congregation to do the 
work of picking a new pastor. 
 
People may wonder how we get names of candidates 
and that can happen in a number of ways.  Anyone who 
is interested in the position may apply and they will be 
considered.  Application materials are available at the 
Central Plains Conference website and all potential can-
didates complete a Ministerial Leadership Information 
form.  This document asks candidates for biographical 
information as well as employment and educational his-
tories.  Another section includes questions for the candi-
date about their theology, their personal faith journey, 
and their view of leadership positions and roles.  An 
additional section has candidates rank their sense of 
their own abilities and gifts.  This section mirrors the 
Twenty Pastoral Tasks that we asked you to complete 
earlier this year. 
 

Candidates also submit a verbatim composite of refer-

ences that people have furnished on their behalf.  The 

references come from at least three people who know 

the candidate well.  They answer questions about a can-

didate’s personality, the candidate’s faith commitment, 

and whether they would recommend this candidate for a 

pastoral position. 

 

The Ministerial Leadership Information (MLI) process 

is administered through the denominational office of 

Mennonite Church USA.  Tim Detweiler, our confer-

ence minister for ministerial leadership, receives an up-

dated list every month of qualified pastoral candidates 

seeking a pastoral call.  Tim sends names and the MLIs 

of qualified candidates who are seeking an associate 

pastor position to the search committee for our consider-

ation.   

 

Tim also contacts these potential candidates before 

sending their names to the search committee to see if 

they are interested in having their MLI submitted to our 

search committee.  Candidates who come to us from 

other sources are also asked to fill out the MLI pro-

file.  In this way, all candidates – regardless of how they 

have approached the application process – must com-

plete the same materials and go through the same pro-

cess.   

 

When we (the search committee) find an application 

that seems to fit our congregational needs, we will begin 

a conversation with that candidate.  We may be having 

conversations with several candidates at this point but as 

the process moves forward, we will narrow the search to 

one person.  The search committee will continue to 

work with that one person and if things go well, we will 

invite them to meet with the congregation over a period 

of several days.  The congregation will have an oppor-

tunity to meet and interact with the candidate and hear 

them preach on a Sunday morning.  The congregation 

will then be asked to either approve or disapprove of 

this particular candidate. 

  

As always, we welcome comments and suggestions.  

Search committee members are Wanda Beachy, Lynn 

Hostetler, Nate Miller, Nicole Miller, Robin Schrock, 

John Wallerich, and Frank Yoder.  Please continue to 

pray for God’s leading as we move forward in this pro-

cess. 

 

Frank Yoder, Search Committee Chair 
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Report from the Pastoral Search Committee 



In reflecting on my first month here in Costa Rica, 
my mind is flooded with the positive. With the 
many blessings I have received. My host family is 
a gift from the Lord. Their home is filled with 
love and thankfully they have a lot patience! I 
could not have imagined a better fit. I live with 
my host mom, dad, brother and grandmother. I 
feel as if I am part of the family and am thankful 
every day that I have a place that feels like home. 
This feeling of comfort has made the plethora of 
transitions much easier. 
 
The most difficult of these transitions has been the 
language, as it affects everything I am involved in. 
I have learned (or have been reminded of) the im-
portance of patience--both with others and with 
oneself. When communicating in my three jobs 
here, each has its challenges. In the mornings, 
when working with adults with special needs, I 
find myself needing a lot of patience when com-
municating with each individual and am slowly 
learning how to best meet their needs. I have so 
enjoyed getting to know each person at AIPED 
and they all already have a special place in my 
heart! In the afternoons, I work in my office--for 
both the Costa Rican Mennonite Convention and 
The Peace and Justice Institute--filing, emailing, 
organizing and other secretarial duties, all of 
which require more effort because everything is in 
Spanish. But my language skills have improved 
immensely and I know that the improvement will 
only continue, so that is encouraging. 
 
Within transitions, especially when communi-
cating with others in a new language is difficult, I 
have found that one has more time alone. In these 
alone moments, I have been able to think and re-

flect on many other bless-
ings I have received 
throughout my life. I often 
get an overwhelming 
sense of gratefulness. I 
cannot begin to describe 
how thankful I am for my 
incredible, strong, wise, 
loving parents, my amaz-
ing, inspiring big brother 
and for my grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, 
friends, and community in 
the United States (and 
friends around the world).  
 
I have been learning many new recipes and enjoy 
cooking with my family very much. I have made a 
few good friends and have been able to travel a bit 
on weekends to see more of this beautiful country. 
 
Thank you to my wonderful church family for all 
of the prayers and support you have given me to 
make this experience possible.  
 
Bendiciones y amor (blessings and love),  
Allison Yoder   
allisonr.yoder@gmail.com    
beautifulbiodiversity.blogspot.com 
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A Word from Allison 

Congratulations! 
These people have reached a milestone, 50 or more years of marriage, or 80 or more 
years of life Don’t forget to send a card! The addresses are in your church  directory. 
 

Anniversary:  Mel & Veva Herschberger   December  23,  57 years 
 

Birthdays:   
Willard Yoder       December 1 
Dolores Miller      December 9 
Duane Miller        December 25 
Herb Hartzler       December 27 
Dorothy Hartzler  December 29 

 

mailto:allisonr.yoder@gmail.com


My goodness it’s December already.  Only 25 days 
left until Christmas.  We just finished the Thanks-
giving turkey and now will be looking forward to 
the Christmas ham.  Well now for the news. 
 
So what’s with all the facial hair on KMC fellas?  I 
know its cold out there or maybe it’s the influence 
of Duck Dynasty, not sure.  We do know that Bill 
Fiordelise is helping raise funds for Washington 
County Hospice.  Also, Nate Miller in honor of 
“Movember” is raising awareness to men’s health 
issues.  Good job, fellas. 
 
Brent and Karla Graber spent a morning together in 
a tree stand—1st time ever!  So it was dark and they 
heard something coming. They were thinking deer 
and here it was only a possum!  Good job, Karla, 
for getting up at 4:30 AM and experiencing God’s 
creation. 
 
Troy Roth received a nice promotion recently at the 
Iowa City Fire Department.  He had been a fire 
fighter and was promoted to Lieutenant.  Good job 
Troy. 
 
Congratulations to all the hardy Iowa football fans 
that went to the Michigan game last Saturday.  That 
had to be a cold one; hopefully no one got frost 
bite! 
 
Phil & Dorothy Marner have moved from Kalona 
to Sarasota, Florida, along with their son Brad.  So 
if you are in Sarasota on a Tuesday AM, just stop 
by Der Dutchman Restaurant and you can visit with 
a lot of Iowa folks and probably see the Marner’s as 
well.  Safe travels and we wish you well. 
 
Ez Schrock bagged a huge bull Elk in Colorado.  
This was the biggest elk he ever shot.  He told 

Dawn you better start 
clearing off a wall!  
We may have a huge 
rack to hang on the 
wall!  Glad you had a successful hunt. 
  
Fern Bachmann received a special gift for her 79th 
birthday. Her kids and grandkids surprised her with 
a round trip train ticket to Newton, Kansas to visit 3 
cousins who are like sisters to her.  She also attend-
ed a reunion with about 20 first cousins from Kan-
sas & Oklahoma, what fun.  She really enjoyed the 
train ride even though it arrived in Newton at 3 
AM!  Ouch!  Glad you had a great time and made 
lots of memories. 
 
So what do Rita and Freda have in common?  They 
both have sisters that came from Kalona to visit 
them.  Mary Fern Chupp and Aline Schipper both 
drove separate cars to Oklahoma.  They were deliv-
ering Verla Lewis’ car to Aline’s sister Rita.  I’m 
sure they had a lot of fun on their road trip. 
 
We want to thank the MYF & sponsors for the 
chicken & biscuit lunch last Sunday. They had 
plenty of chicken gravy left over so they took it to 
Iowa City and gave it to a homeless shelter and Do-
mestic Violence Intervention Program. That was a 
great start to Thanksgiving week. Good idea MYF 
sponsors. 
 
Well, I need to finish this so I can cheer on the 
Broncos.  Have a good December. 
 

Blessings to all,   Ed V. & Carol Miller 

What’s Happening!!! 

Kalona Mennonite Church  

902 6th St. 

P.O. Box 819 

Kalona, IA  52247 

Phone:  319-656-2736 

 

Editor:  Shirley Hochstedler 

 

Design & Layout:  Janice Hostetler 

 

Articles for the Mustard Seed may be 

submitted to Shirley Hochstedler at 

shirleyh@kctc.net or placed in 

Shirley’s mailbox.  

Kalona Mennonite Church  

Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: Presenting the life-giving 
message of Jesus Christ as Lord 

 and Savior to the people of the Kalona area and the world, 
challenging them to accept Christ,  

worship Him, and serve Him. 
Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission: Leading people to 
Christ; discipling them in the faith; equipping them to witness; and 

sending them out to serve. 


